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Welcome to
Morgan County
And

Decatur, Alabama!

Dani el Morgan, for whomthe countyi s named, wasone of
Ameri ca's greatest g eneral s inthe War of Independencea nd
won a b rilliant victory at Cowp ens.

Decatur's ri ch hi story goes backto1 823 whenit was
founded b y order ofthe U.S. Congress an d PresidentJam es
Monroe i n honor of the renowned U.S. naval officer
Commodore St ephen Decatur (17 79-1820). Decatur, wh o won a sw ord from
Congress and a capt aincy w hen he wa s only 2 5, wa s one of th e mostdari ng
offi cers in th e United States Na vy du ring its early year s.

Our nex tbookma rkinthe p ages of Ameri can history ca me with the
openin g of th e OId State Ba nkin 1833. Thisi mpressive pre-Greek
Reviv al building rem ains as the ci ty's oldest st andi ng structure.

= When the ra vaging tides of the Ci vil War swept over the South,
Decatur wa s engul fed i nthe d esperate ski rmishes an d lonely vigils
commonto both arm ies. Oft en fought over because ofi ts key
railroad juncti on, only four buil  dings (incl uding the Ol d State B ank) were | eft
standi ng in Decatur when the di n of battle ended in 1865.

Decatur's charm ing historic di stricts ha rken backt o an easier time.
Embraci ng over 11 6-acres, the sitei sone ofth e mosti ntact Victori an-era
neigh borhoods i n Alabama dating fr om 1870 through 1910.

Decatur's pl ace in history conti nues into m oderntimes wi th such si tes as
Point Mallard, h ome of Amer ica's fi rst Wave Pool ; Cook's Natura | Scien ce
Museum; t he State's f irst Alabama Ju bilee Hot Ai r Balloon Festi val; and the
Wheeler Na tional Wildlife Refug e.




%% Decatur Baptist Church

i |
Wwe love it...and SO will you!

Nurturing true, la  sting friendships  through small -group act ivities is im portant
to us. Youdl find your place in one of our dynamic Bible Study groups, on a
fun athletic team, or at th e on -site coffee house for students

Decatur Baptist Church is a place where you are accepted and where you
can learn about Godd truth for your life. Together , we study God& Word and
how it applies to each of us today. It brings us together, makes us a

community, and makes us want to share this joy with you.

There is nothing as wonderful as seeing the glowing fac es of children a s they
learn and grow. Kids find our three -story play area a fun and exciting place

to be during the week and on Sundays. We offer day care for childrenin  our
community, as well as event -filled Sunday School programs.

The members of Decatur Baptist have a mission of winning , growing , and

going . It means we encourage each other to meet Christ, to learn more

about Him, and to go into our communit ies and world to share this love for,
T and with , others.

We are excited about the tremendous growth of our
congregation - both the spiritual growth and the
physical size. In fact, our new auditorium is a direct
result of that growth. It allows us to offer even more
opportunities  for fellowship and worship to others in

our community.

We believe strongly in the teac hing of the B ible as relevant in an atmosphere
that is open, energetic, and progressive.

All through our  lives, we want to belong, to fee  lincluded. Being connected to
others helps us to learn and grow as individuals . It is important to find a
place that makes you feel welcome and connected . We think that you will
feel right at home at Decatur Baptist and invite you to com e see for yourself!

Visit our website atvww.decaturbaptist.org
For information regarding service times and specialess



http://www.decaturbaptist.org/

We invite you tocome worshipwith udl

Decatur Batist Church

We are locat ed at
2527 Danville Road, S W Deca tur, AL 35603
(256) 353 -8579
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Visitor parki ng is avail able inthe Worship Center parki ng lot
(east porti on of cam pus).

Handicap parkin gis availa ble int he front parking spaces
of each buildi ng entrance

Senior citi  zen parki ng is avail ableinthe Day Care Cente r parkin g lot
(center buil ding).



Helpful Numbers for Decatur
\’ City and Morgan County
B

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Ambul ance 911 or 350 -9110
Police 911 or 353 -2515
Fire 911 or 353 -4141
Morgan Count y Sheri ff 351-4800
Alab ama State Trooper 353-0631
Civil Defense 351 -4620
Poison Cont rol 1-800 -462 -0800

HOSPITALS AND CLINICS

Decatur Gene ral Hospi tal Parkway Medi cal Center

12017 ™ StreetS E 1874 Belt line Road SW

341 -2000 350-2211

Decatur Medi cal Associat ion Center Hartsell e Medical Cent er

2828 Hig hway 31 South 201 Pin e Street NW

353-2000 751 -3000

Alb any Clinic Morgan Count y Health Dept.

131513 ™ Avenue S E 510 Cherry St reet NE

350-1935 353-7021

GOVERNMENT

Decatur Ci ty Hall Alab ama Employment

402 Lee StreetN E Service

355-7410 1707 Central Pkway SW
350-0142

Morgan Count y Courtho use U.S. Post Offi ce

302 Lee Street N E 400 Well Street NE

351 -4600 355-1211

Wheele r Basin Regi onal Library Social Security Office

504 Cherry St reet NE 717 McGl athery Lane SE

353 -2993 340 -9751



GENERAL INFORMATIO N

LOCATION

Decatur, the ¢ ounty sea t of Morgan Co unty ,islocated onth e Tenness ee Riveran d is
120 mil es south of Nashvill e, 85 miles north of  Birmingham, an d 20 miles we st of
Huntsvill e.

AREA
Decatur - Approximat ely 60 squa re miles
Morgan Count y T Approximat ely 575 square mil es.

CLIMATE

Decatur enjoys warm, h umi d summers and mil  d, dry winters.

POPULATION
Decatur: 53,600.

Morgan Count y: 112,30 0
(Estimated figures in 2004)

UTILITIES (Electricity, Gas, Water and Sewage Services)

Decatur Utili ties, a city -owned and op erated utili ty company , provid es servi ce for
Decatur. Ar esidenti al deposit may be requi  red. Please call Customer Service at
(256) 552 -1400 for additi onal informati on.

Joe Wheel er Electric Me mbershi p Co-op also sup plies electricity to some  outlyi ng
areas. New s ervice conn ection fee is $10 0 whi ch can be wai ved with al etter of credit
from a previ ous util ity. You may cont actthe Hartsell e Office at (256 ) 301 -6090 or
the Moult on Office at (2 56) 301 -6000.

TELEPHONE
BellSout h provides servi ces for the Decatu r area. Fori nformation, ref er to the
customer gu ide i n the telephone dire  ctory orca Il (256) 557 -6500 .

PUBLIC WORKS/SAN ITATION/ GARBAGE

The Publi ¢ Works Department provi  des one gar bage cart (once-a-week pickup ) for
household garbag e throu gh the sani tation department. Leaf pick -up program srun
from October through F ebruary and uti lize vacuum trucks at cu rbside. Box es,
discarded appl iances and oth er debri s should be placed nextt o yourgarb age cart for
coll ection on the same  day. Privat e contractors provide comm ercial garbage servi ce.
For informati on about yard wa ste (green matt er only) o r carts , call the Public Works
Departmentat (256) 351 -7760.

YARD WASTE
Leaves and limbs are coll ected once aweek and should b e placed atthe edge of the
streetor all ey. Itisill egalto burntrashand!| eaves wi thinth e city limits. Yard wast e

should be separated becau se itisrecy cled separatel y. Decatur hasana ward -win ning
yard -waste re cycli ng program.



RECYCLING

Curbsid e recyclin g is avail able for duplex and si  ngl e-family dwelli ngs. A private
contractor pi cks up cert ain recyc labl e material s, including types of glass , plasti ¢ and
metal contai ners, newspapers, batt  eries, mag azines, and oil once a week. A special
contain eris provided. T here is no cu rbside recy cling for apartment dw ellers, but six
drop -off si tes are locate d throughoutt he city. Therei s nofee. Comm ercial recycling
is avail able from private  contractors. Th e city also ha s a programf orrecycl ing
Christma s trees and tel ephone di rectories. For addi tional informati on, call the
Recycling Dep artmentat (256) 351 -7760.

SALES TAX

Decatur 9% (4 9%ci ty, 1% county, 4% state)

Morgan Count y 7% (3 % county, 4% state)

City Revenue Departmen t (256) 341 -4546

Morgan Count y Revenu e Commi ssioner (256) 351 -4690

PROPERTY TAX MILLA GE

Decatur: 0453 . Morgan County: 0374

(excludi ng urban areas) fo radval orem

tax in formation, co ntact the Revenue Commissioneré
office at the M organ Cou nty Courthous e from 8: 30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. M onday through Fri  day.

Phone 351 -4690

VOTER REGISTRATION

The Board of Regi straris atth e Morgan C ounty Courth ouse. Requirements are as
follows: 1 8 years old or ol der; Uni ted States ci tizen; Proof of hatu rali zation: Social
Security num ber; must not be decla red menta lly i ncompetent; mustha ve had c ivil
right s restored if convi cted of a felony; mu  sttake an oath admi nistered by a
registrar. Th ereisno minimum amount of time you musth aveli ved in Morgan
County, buty oumustb eregistered atl east10 days before an election to vote in
that el ection. (256) 351 - 4660.

DRIVERG LICENSE

Upon becomi ng aresid ent of Alabama , a person 16 yearsold orold erhas 30 daysto
get an Alabama driver® license. A written exam and drivi ng test may be  required.
The exam feei s$5andt hedriver® license fee is $23. A learner® permit is available
for 15 -year -olds and i s valid onl y when the learner is accompan ied by a parent or
driving instructor. Test Fee is $5. Learner® Permit fee is $23. |.D. Card fee is $23.
The office isi n Morgan Coun ty Courthous e. (25 6) 351 -4666

CAR TAGS

Upon movi ng to the stat e, a person has 30 daystogetan Alabamali cense tag.
Residenti al tags (m obile homes) arer enewed Jan uary through October, an d
resident s have a one -month grace period aft er thei rtag expires. Theta gs are
availa ble at the Commi ssioner of Li censes office i nthe Morgan Co unty Courthous e.
(256) 351-4770.
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MARRIAGE LICENSE

Issued by th e Morgan C ounty Judg e of Pro bate, whos e offices a re int he County
Courthouse. A pe rsonmu stbe 18 years ol dtoget marri ed with out parental consent,
or 14 with parentséor guardiansépermission. Marriage li censes are $48.

(256) 351-4675

BUSINESS LICENSE

Every firm doi ng busi ness in Decatu risrequi red to have city, coun ty and State

busi ness licenses. The city license is obtai ned through th e Cit y Revenue Departm ent,
(256) 341 -4546. County and  State li censes are obtai ned at the Morgan  County
Commis sioner of Li censes offi ce 351 -4770.

SPORTING LICENSE
Hunti ng, fishingan dboatli censes are issued th rough the Mo rgan Co unty

Commissi oner of Licens es Office. (256) 351-4770 .

PETS

It is unlawful for the owner or person in charge of any dog or puppy to permit it to
be off t heir property unless un derth e cont rol of a comp etent person, eitherb yleash,
cord, chain or other physical restraint. It is also unlawful to harbor a vicious dog or
animal unless it is securely, but human ely, confined or restrained from biting a
person or othe rani mal. Pets found runni ng at large o r oth erwise c onsidered a thr eat
will be captured and placed in the dog pound for one week. If owners do not claim
the pet within that week, it will be sold or human ely destroyed. Check with your
veterinari an regarding required in oculati on.



